
MINUTES  
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 15, 2013 

 
 
13-102 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, July 15, 2013 at the Alpine 
Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. 
Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, and 
Trustees Ron Cordes, Jim May, William Schweitzer, and Mike Wahlfield.   
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to approve the Consent and 
the Regular Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
13-103  CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS/BILLS 
 
A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the payment 
of invoices for the period ending 07/16/13 as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
 
13-104  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comments were received at this time. 
 
 
13-105  COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Planning Commission: Cordes – At the last meeting the Commission discussed potential 
changes to the Zoning Ordinance for electronic portable digital signs.  The Planning Commission 
will meet this week to review a site plan for the property located at 5501 Alpine Avenue NW 
(the old Van’s car lot).     
Zoning Board of Appeals:  Schweitzer – No meeting held in June.         
Historical Committee: Schweitzer – The Committee does not host programs in July or August.  
The September 19th program will be the Red Brick School House Reunion.   A dedication for the 
memorial monument to be placed in the Alpine Center Cemetery is planned.    
Sewer & Water: Arends – No recent activity was reported.  The Public Services Committee 
will meet on Friday, July 19 to receive information on the SAW Grant program 
Parks & Recreation: May – The last meeting held was the review of the Safety Audit for 
Westgate Park and the Sports Complex conducted by Progressive AE.  Westgate Park will be 
discussed under Pending and New Business. 
Public Services and Economic Development: M. Wahlfield – The Public Service Committee 
will be meeting on Friday, July 19 and the Economic Development Committee has not held a 
meeting.   
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13-106  WESTGATE PARK UPGRADE – REVIEW COST ESTIMATE 
 
Township Engineer Mike Oezer and Architect Mike Scott from Progressive AE reviewed 
information prepared for the Westgate Neighborhood Park upgrade.  Information and cost 
estimates were presented to the Parks and Recreation Committee as well as residents from the 
Westgate sub-division on July 9, 2013.  The proposed improvements include re-establishing the 
young children playground with some new equipment, a walking path, and improvements to the 
tennis courts. The Parks and Recreation Committee unanimously recommended the proposed 
Progressive Westgate Park improvement design to the Township Board as noted in the July 10, 
2013 memo from Planning Director Becker.  The Township Engineer’s estimate for the project is 
$130,000. 
 
Architect Scott reviewed the estimated construction costs dated 07/12/13 noting that it has been 
broken down into two parts.  The cost estimate for the tennis courts was presented at $41,400 for 
new construction. Scott explained that an investigation took on the cost to improve the tennis 
courts.  Three scenarios were used which were to do a repair by filling the existing cracks, 
resurfacing, and new construction.   
 
The cost estimate for the playground area improvement is $77,148 which includes such items as 
new equipment, a walking trail, a picnic table, new basketball goal, and restoration costs. Scott 
noted that the proposed improvements will address the deficient items in the recent safety 
inspection.  Additional improvements such as fitness stations and playground equipment may be 
added at a later time or as funds become available.    
 
Board members discussed the estimate and had several questions regarding the project and prices 
for the itemized equipment, mobilization costs, and engineering and construction administration 
fees.  The need and future use of tennis courts was discussed at length.   
 
A motion was offered by Cordes, with support from May, to authorize Progressive AE to 
proceed to obtain bids for the Westgate Park upgrade as presented in the estimated 
construction costs dated 07/12/2013 and that the bid will be broken down into two parts – 
one for the tennis court and one for the playground area improvements.  A discussion took 
place on how to cut some costs for the project and the motion carried 7-0.    
 
 
13-107  UPDATE LIQUOR LICENSE ORDINANCE AND APPLICATION 
 
As requested Township Attorney Sluggett reviewed the current liquor license ordinance and 
provided changes in a red-lined version.  Board members received Ordinance No. 13-05 – Alpine 
Township Liquor License Requirements which regulates the issuance of liquor licenses as well 
as the renewal and revocation processes.  Attorney Sluggett also updated the application for 
Board members to approve 
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to approve Ordinance 13-05 – 
the Alpine Township Liquor License Requirements and Application and the motion 
carried 7-0 in a roll call vote.   
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13-108 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 13-16 – POW-MIA 

RECOGNITION DAY 
 
The annual resolution to remember military service personnel and civilians who were prisoners 
of war and those who are stilling missing was included in the Board packets.   
 
Schweitzer offered a motion, with support from Arends, to approve Resolution No. 13-61 
for POW-MIA Recognition Day on Friday, September 20, 2013.  The motion carried 
unanimously 7-0.    
 
 
13-109  REVIEW BIDS – PAVING TOWNSHIP PARKING LOTS 
 
Supervisor Arends stated that as directed by the Board last month, he contacted two contractors 
to verify that they received the bid request information to pave several Township parking lots.  
He noted that no new bids had been received.  Midwest Asphalt and Michigan Paving were the 
two contactors that their submitted bids on time.  The Supervisor prepared a bid cost comparison 
sheet for the Board to review.   
 
Board members discussed the two bids and the type of repaving materials and processes used by 
each of the bidders. 
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, to approve and accept the bid 
from Midwest Asphalt Maintenance, Inc. to pave several Township parking lots as outlined 
in the submitted proposals in an amount of $57,946 and that an additional ½ inch of 
asphalt will be added and the cost approved for the parking lot located at the Community 
Room located at 2015 Seven Mile Road NW.  There was no further discussion and the 
motion carried 7-0.    
 
 
13-110  FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Fire Chief Klomparens reviewed the statistics for the Fire Department for the month of June 
2013.  The Department is working to gather information and data on the number of times each 
apparatus goes out on a call.  This information will help justify and determine equipment needs 
for future budgeting and CIP processes. 
 
Chief Klomparens explained that he is implementing a work availability sign up program for 
firefighters.  The program has been designed to have firefighters sign up in 4 hour blocks of time 
and personnel will be assigned a list of prepared duties.  He explained that the current fire 
department budget was planned with the program in mind.  The goal is to organize manpower, 
create accountability and to do so in a more efficient manner.  
 
The Chief updated the Board on the use of grant money received by the Department stating that a 
stokes basket with flotation capabilities has been ordered utilizing the remainder of the funds.  
The first item purchased was the positive pressure attack fan. 
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The new Medic #7 truck committee continues to work on the project.  They are waiting for 
government pricing information to be released as the new model year approaches. 
 
The Chief noted that valuable training for firefighters took place at the Gipper’s building which 
will soon be demolished.  Trustee May discussed a safety item used for rescue in grain bins that 
the Chief will research.  The recent farm safety training program was discussed with appreciation 
expressed to Jim May for the use of his farm.  
 
The Fire Department was complimented on their resourcefulness in obtaining grant money and 
on Chief Klomparens’ leadership. 
 
 
13-111  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Dave Klomparens, 3540 Seven Mile Road, commented on the benefits of a fitness course with 
training stations.  He noted that the Board may wish to consider this of type of an addition in the 
future at the Westgate Park or the Sports Complex.    
 
 
13-112  SUPERVISOR’S REPORT, BOARD COMMENTS, AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
Supervisor Arends commented on the difficulty of maintaining Township building and properties 
with limited staff and resources.  He suggested that the Board take a serious look at this topic and 
suggested that the process start with the Personnel Committee.  The Board briefly discussed this 
topic with Trustee Wahlfield noting that an examination of sub-contracting versus in-house 
maintenance should also be explored.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm. in a motion offered by May, with support from 
Cordes.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________   ________________________________      
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk      Alex Arends, Supervisor   
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